Lecture #7 – Aztec Society and Culture

Summary
In this class we discuss the building blocks of Aztec society and culture, focusing especially on the Nahuatl language and the process by which an Aztec child is acculturated into Aztec society.  

Vocabulary

Nahuatl
Avocado
Chili
Tomato
Chocolate
Mexica
Mexico
Telpochcalli
Calmecac
Chinampas


Outline
Prologue: What Do Words Reveal?: Connections between Language and Environment

The Language of the Aztecs: Nahuatl
	Brief History of Nahuatl
	Influence of Nahuatl on English
	Rules of Pronouncing Written Nahuatl (Similar to Spanish)
	Counting in Nahuatl
	Agglutinative (“Mexica” + “-co” = “Mexico”)

From Child to Adult: Becoming an Aztec
	Birth
	Education at Home
	Education in the Community
	Marriage

Other Elements of Aztec Society
	Chinampas

Epilogue: Aztec Warfare, Human Sacrifice, and Ritualistic Cannibalism

	


